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Course Description 
 

A study of the OT theological theme of sin and its remedy with a view towards its 
relationship to the New Testament and Christian theological tradition and 
practice. 

 
Course Purposes 
 

Knowing: That the students have a firm intellectual grasp of the theological 
theme of sin and its remedy in the Old Testament, New Testament, and Christian 
theological traditions and practice. 
 
Doing: That the students acquire competency in Old Testament theological 
reflection within a Christian context. 
 
Being: That the students gain an appreciation for the theological resources of the 
Old Testament as Christian Scripture. That the students be moved by these 
biblical theological themes to love God, humanity and creation in greater ways. 
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Learning Opportunities 
 
Classroom Experiences 

 
Our time together in the classroom functions as a weekly assembly for collegial learning. 
Each of us will prepare for this weekly experience in which we will have an opportunity 
to clarify our various topics and experience deeper theological reflection. I will provide a 
major resource through my own reflections on Old Testament theology, but my hope is 
that participants in this course will join a journey into deeper reflection. The rhythm of 
the course during most of the semester will include:  

• An initial review of the content of canonical sections of the Old Testament on our 
theological theme with opportunity for clarification and discussion on that 
content. 

• A reflection on the relationship between aspects of the Old Testament theological 
theme and the theology of the New Testament with reflection on how this 
theology intersects with one’s own Christian theological tradition. 

 
OT 3GO3 Requirements (see below for OT 6GO6 requirements) 
 
Preparatory Reading 
 
In order to prepare for each week of class, you need to read the required portion of the 
course textbook with your Bible at hand (in order to read relevant passages). At times 
there may be supplemental reading posted at our course web site that is relevant to each 
week.   
 

 Grade Value: 10% 
 Format: email statement of sections read 
 Due Date: last day of class 

 
Theological Reflection (30%) 
 
• Initial Reflection: At the outset of the semester each participant in the course will 

describe the theology of sin and its remedy within their own personal theological 
tradition.  

 
 Grade Value: 10%  
 Format: 2 page essay (.pdf) via email 
 Due Date: 18 September 11:59 p.m. 
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• Concluding Reflection: At the end of the semester each participant in the course will 

reflect on how their theology of sin and its remedy has been challenged this semester 
by the course and how they have revised their theology as a result of their reflection 
in this course. 

 
 Grade Value: 20%  
 Format: 5 page essay (.pdf) via email 
 Due Date: end of exam week 

 
NT Theology 
 
Each week we will be meeting in small reflection groups during our coffee time and at 
this session one member of the class will provide a NT theological reflection on the 
theology of sin and its remedy covered that week in the Old Testament. A written piece 
must be produced that will be handed in. The mark includes both oral and written 
presentation. 
 

 Grade Value: 20%  
 Format: 3 page essay (.pdf) via email 
 Due Date: As per schedule 

 
Major Project 
 
Near the end of the semester participants in the course will complete a major project 
which will provide insights into the impact of our reflection on the theology of sin and its 
remedy on the practice of ministry. This area of ministry may be counseling, worship, 
preaching, chaplaincy, etc. The paper must provide extensive reflection on an aspect of 
the biblical theology of sin and its remedy with engagement with the biblical text and 
secondary sources (at least 10 pages), as well as extensive reflection on how this aspect 
of the biblical theology of sin and its remedy shapes a specific area of Christian ministry. 
For example, the paper may offer deeper reflection on the biblical theology of confession 
and repentance and then explore the way this has and should shape the worship practice 
of the church. Or, the paper may offer deeper reflection on the intergenerational 
dimension of the biblical theology of sin and its remedy and then explore the way this has 
and should shape Christian counseling practices. You should choose a topic that is 
relevant to your interest and calling.  
 

Phase One 
 Grade Value: 40%  
 Format: minimum 15 page essay (.pdf) via email 
 Due Date: 23 November 11:59 p.m. or before  
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OT 6GO6 Requirements 
 

1. Preparatory Reading: as per requirements for OT 3GO3 (Value: prerequisite, 
loss of letter of grade if not read)  

2. Theological Reflection: as per requirements for OT 3GO3. (grade value: 15%) 
3. Group leadership: Each week students will function as facilitator for a small 

group (Value: 15%) 
4. OT Theology of Sin and Its Remedy: Students will write a major paper on a 

limited aspect of the OT Theology of Sin and Its Remedy. This should have some 
relevance to the student’s thesis/dissertation topic, but should be focused on the 
OT contribution.  

Due date: October 19, 11:59 p.m. or earlier 
Value: 35% 
Length: 7000 words, extra 2500 words reading (include reading list) 
Format: .pdf 
Submission: email 

5. Theology and the Old Testament: Students will write a paper which compares 
and contrasts the theology of sin and its remedy as presented in the OT and that 
articulated by a major Christian theologian. These papers will be shared with the 
other advanced degree students in a discussion held during final exam week.  

Due date: 23 November 11:59 p.m. or before 
Value: 35% 
Length: 7000 words, extra 2500 words reading (include reading list) 
Format: .pdf 
Submission: email 

 
Format and Evaluation 
 
So I can properly evaluate your work the following style guide is to be used for papers in 
this class. 
 
• Medium for Submission: All material in this class is to be submitted in digital format to me 

via email. Please use .pdf format and ensure that what you send is what you want me to read. 
If you need a program for creating .pdfs go to http://primopdf.com for a free .pdf maker.   

• Layout: All material which is submitted should be double spaced with 1" margins utilizing a 
readable font (10-12 pts). It must have a title page, footnoting where appropriate and 
bibliography, all of which are not included in the length required. It should be written in 
excellent modern literary English with proper grammar, spelling, punctuation and rhetoric 
(including an introduction, conclusion and logical flow of argument). If it helps an outline 
may accompany the paper but this is not included in the length of the paper. Secondary and 
Primary sources should be used, cited and footnoted appropriately and the paper should 
follow the “McMaster Divinity College Style Guidelines for Essays and Theses” available at 
the College and course website.  

• Gender Inclusive Language: McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human 
beings in worship services, student written materials, and all of its publications.  In reference 
to biblical texts, the integrity of the original expressions and the names of God should be 
respected.  The NRSV and TNIV are examples of the use of inclusive language for human 
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beings.  It is expected that inclusive language will be used in chapel services and all MDC 
assignments. 

• Citations: You must cite the source of your material very carefully using a consistent system, 
not only when quoting from a section, but also when drawing from it as resource. Quotations 
should be kept to a minimum as I favour integration of secondary literature (footnoted). 

• Statement on Academic Honesty: Academic dishonesty is a serious offence that may take 
any number of forms, including plagiarism, the submission of work that is not one’s own or 
for which previous credit has been obtained, and/or unauthorized collaboration with other 
students.  Academic dishonesty can result in severe consequences, e.g., failure of the 
assignment, failure of the course, a notation on one’s academic transcript, and/or suspension 
or expulsion from the College. Students are responsible for understanding what constitutes 
academic dishonesty.  If you are a Divinity College student please refer to the Divinity 
College Statement on Academic Honesty ~ www.madciv.ca/regs/honesty.php. 

 
So I can properly evaluate your work and help you grow in your biblical and writing skills 
the following evaluation guide should be kept in mind as you write: 
• Presentation: Is the spelling correct? Does the grammar/syntax reflect proper English? Is the 

paper laid out properly? 
• Argumentation: Is there a good introduction and conclusion? Does the argument flow with 

ample support?  Is the question answered? 
• Content: Are all the points considered?  Is there proper documentation of sources used? 
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Accountability 
 
A core value in my classes is the nurturing of a “learning community”.  Such a 
community fosters growth within the individuals who enter into its life. Growth occurs 
through the positive affirmation and teaching of principles, through personal engagement 
and study, but also through accountability within this community.  
     
Accountability means first of all that you will commit yourself to this class throughout 
the semester.  Your attendance is required, expected and celebrated at every scheduled 
session.  From time to time you may find that you are late for class.  Late arrivals, 
hereafter called “tardies,” are unacceptable and will lead to a negative disposition in the 
professor and your classmates.  Such “tardies,” however, can be redeemed at the rate of 
Timbits for the entire class at the session following the second tardy as well as a coffee 
for the professor.  Details can be obtained from the professor. 
 
Accountability also means handing in assignments on time.  I do not give extensions on 
assignments except in the most dire of circumstances which include serious sickness and 
family crises.  An excuse (from now on referred to as the “Cyberexcuse") based upon 
computer problems is not legitimate and will not be accepted (even if it is on a McMaster 
machine, if you need a “typewriter”, I have one in my office). Unless you have a 
legitimate reason for the learning community (that is, Severe Mercy class) to extend the 
due date of an assignment please do not ask.  When I deal with an individual on such 
matters I treat that student as a member of the larger community called Severe Mercy 
class.  It is unfair to offer privileges to some members of that community which are not 
available to others.   Late material will be docked at the rate of 2% for each day 
(including weekends) it is late.  All assignments in this class must be handed in by the 
final day of classes in this semester or the student will receive a failing grade.  

 
Accountability is not only for you, but also for me as a member of this learning 
community.  Class material will be presented with creativity and excellence.  
Assignments will be marked with appropriate comments within a reasonable period after 
they are submitted.  I am not only available but welcome and enjoy connections with 
each of you outside of class time.  Please see my office hours on my office door or make 
an appointment with me whenever you would like.  

 

Disclaimer: This syllabus is for information only and remains the property of the 
respective professor.  This syllabus is prepared with the best information available, but 
the professor reserves the right to change the content and format of the course 

© M. J. Boda, 2009 

 


