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|. Description

Drawing on recent studies and debates within the study of Biblical and Old
Testament Theology, this course provides an opportunity for deeper reflection on
the hermeneutics of Scripture within theology. In this course students will locate
their academic discipline(s) within the broader context of theological and cultural
reflection. It also exposes students to the resources of the biblical tradition for
their M.A./Ph.D. studies.

[I. Purpose

A. Knowing (Cognitive): To know the breadth of disciplines within the
theological academy and to locate one’s own discipline within that context. To
know the role that canonical resources play within the theological enterprise and
the role that theological resources play within the exegetical enterprise. To know
the development of the discipline of biblical theology and the impact of
hermeneutical shifts on this discipline.

B. Being (Affective): To fully embrace the global agenda of the theological
enterprise. To gain sensitivity and appreciation for theological disciplines outside
one’s own expertise. To reflect on and embrace a spiritual theology for the
academic vocation.

C. Doing (Pragmatic): To articulate the mission of one’s own particular
discipline within the larger theological enterprise. To showcase the biblical
resources available for carrying out one’s particular academic theological pursuit.
To learn the skills and contact points for dialogue with those within other
theological disciplines and for facilitating such dialogue among colleagues.
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Theology. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 2009.
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New Dictionary of Biblical Theology.
Leicester/Downers Grove: Inter-Varsity, 2000.

Articles distributed in class or available in the
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All required textbooks for this class are available from the College’s book service, READ
On Bookstore, Room 218, McMaster Divinity College. Texts may be purchased on the
first day of class. For advance purchase, you may contact READ On Bookstore, 304
The East Mall, Suite 100, Etobicoke, ON M9B 6E2: phone 416-620-2934; fax 416-622-
2308; e-mail books@readon.ca. Other book services may also carry the texts.

V. Schedule

A. Phase 1: Hermeneutics, Biblical Theology and the Theological
Disciplines (Jan 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, Feb 7)

The first phase of this course is a combination of reading, lecture and
discussion to lay the historical and hermeneutical foundations for
understanding the discipline of Biblical Theology within the larger context
of the Theological Disciplines. Outside of class seminar participants will be
reading and working on their Position Papers (see Phase 2) as well as
doing preparatory reading for class discussion.

B. Phase 2: Presentations of Theological Discipline Position Papers (Feb
14)

In this week the students will work within smaller groups, which will each
have representatives from various disciplines of theological research,
facilitated by faculty members.

C. Phase 3: Book Project Papers (Feb 28, Mar 7, 14, 21, 28, Apr 4)

In these weeks seminar participants will present major seminar papers.
These papers will be reviewed by group members prior to class.

D. Phase 4: Wrap up (Apr 11)
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V. Course Internet Resource Site

A course internet resource site has been developed for those in this seminar.
Access is available through my personal faculty web page (see top of syllabus;
password will be made available in class). This site will host some reading
resources for this course, papers to be presented in class as well as any links to
internet resources useful for this course. It is expected that each student will print
out the papers to be discussed in class.

http://divinity2.mcmaster.ca:8111/courselink/
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VI. Learning Experiences
A. Class Experiences

This is a graduate seminar style class of collaborative learning in which professor and
students are engaged in active learning together. Learning to critically (in its positive
sense) engage material is essential to functioning in a graduate program and is
expected of all students in our MA/PhD. It is expected that all students will not only
attend these sessions, but also that they will assume responsibility for contributing to
and learning from the experience. This means that readings will be completed prior to
arrival in class and that student and presenter alike will pursue the acquisition of
knowledge in the learning environment. It is expected that ALL members of the class will
ask questions and contribute insights whenever opportunity is given, during and
following presentations by professor or student alike. Students are graded on their level
of preparation and contribution.

Value: 20%
B. Theological Discipline Position Paper

Contribution: For this paper the student will write a 5,000 word research essay
articulating the hermeneutical, historical and theological foundation for the particular
discipline they are pursuing within theology and the ways in which that discipline relates
to the larger theological agenda. Although this paper will have a personal dimension, it
must not be journalistic autobiography, but rather must engage in deep hermeneutical,
historical and theological reflection that engages key primary and secondary theological
resources. Those resources will include (but not be limited to) the articles read in class,
as well as those available in the textbooks and in the resource binder available in the
advanced degree study rooms (it is not to leave that room, except to photocopy at the
Mills Library), as well as any others the writer finds helpful. Papers are due in digital form
by February 5 (11:59 p.m., send to professor by email) to be posted on the course web
site.

Peer Review: Contributors will be put in groups of 3-4 led by a Divinity College professor
and will be required to read their group members’ position papers prior to the February 9
class and come prepared to reflectively interact. A 2 page written review (focus on the
content of the paper, both areas for affirmation and improvement/clarification) is to be
prepared for each other member of the group. This will form the foundation for the oral
discussion in your groups (you will not read this formally, but use as a basis for
conversation) and then a digtal copy sent to the other members of the group after your
session. A digital copy must be sent to the professor by 11:59 p.m. February 13. Each
contributor should come prepared to articulate, defend and even revise their approach in
light of the discussion.

Value: Contribution: 25%; Review: 10%

Due: Paper: February 5, 11:59 p.m.
Reviews: February 13, 11:59 p.m.

Submission: digital format to professor
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C. Seminar Paper

For this learning experience the student will write a minimum 20 page research paper
that has a direct relationship to one’s theological concentration for the doctoral degree.
There is some flexibility on the topic, but it must be related in some way to exegetical
and biblical theology, that is, the study of the canonical resources for theological
reflection. For those for whom exegetical/biblical theology is their core discipline, they
should write a paper that includes reflection that interacts with at least one other non-
biblical theological discipline. The precise topic will be chosen in consultation with the
professor. In class the student will provide a precis of the paper and then class
members are required to engage the paper in reflective and critical interaction.

Value: 45%
Due: 10 days prior to presentation in class at 11:59 p.m.
Submission: digital format to professor

Note on Timeliness of Submissions: Since this is a seminar style course all
participants must be timely in their submission of material. People will need to
read the various submissions and once the schedule is set there is no room to
switch dates. For that reason there are considerable penalties for late materials
in this course. Each DAY a paper is late will mean the loss of half a letter grade
(5%). Take this into account when planning out your semester.

Rule of the Timbits (’nannn n2%n): To ensure a timely start to class we will be
observing the Timbit Redemption Rule for this course. Because “tardies” raise
the ire of the covenant community (bound by this covenantal syllabus document
delivered here at the foot of the “Mountain”), those who are late for class must
have a means by which to atone for such “accidental sins” (n33v3, if they are
defiant sins, nn7 773, then the offender will be “cut off” from the community, see
Num 15:27-31)." which means anyone late for class will need to bring Timbits for
the entire class (7nin) no later than the next class meeting plus a Tim Hortons
coffee (701) for the professor (cream, no sugar). This nnin and 703 will function
simultaneously as both a sin offering (nxwn, Leviticus 4) atoning for the
accidental sin of the offender and a peace offering (o'n%w, Leviticus 3) enhancing
the fellowship of the covenant community. See the high professor for further
details and any torah-rulings (see Haggai 2:10-14) regarding specific situations.

! Of course, see the “definitive” work on this: Mark J. Boda, A Severe Mercy: Sin and Its Remedy in the
Old Testament (Siphrut: Literature and Theology of the Hebrew Scriptures 1. Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns,
2009), 53-54.
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VIl. Format and Evaluation

So | can properly evaluate your work the following style guide is to be used for papers in
this class.

Medium for Submission: All material in this class is to be submitted in digital format to me
via email. Please use .pdf format and ensure that what you send is what you want me to
read. If you need a program for creating .pdfs go to http://primopdf.com for a free .pdf
maker.

Layout: All material which is submitted should be double spaced with 1" margins utilizing a
readable font (10-12 pts). It must have a title page, footnoting where appropriate and
bibliography, all of which are not included in the length required. It should be written in
excellent modern literary English with proper grammar, spelling, punctuation and rhetoric
(including an introduction, conclusion and logical flow of argument). If it helps an outline may
accompany the “paper” but this is not included in the length of the “paper.” Secondary and
Primary sources should be used, cited and footnoted appropriately and the paper should
follow the “McMaster Divinity College Style Guidelines for Essays and Theses” available at
the College and course website.

Gender Inclusive Language: McMaster Divinity College uses inclusive language for human
beings in worship services, student written materials, and all of its publications. In reference
to biblical texts, the integrity of the original expressions and the names of God should be
respected. The NRSV and TNIV are examples of the use of inclusive language for human
beings. It is expected that inclusive language will be used in chapel services and all MDC
assignments.

Citations: You must cite the source of your material very carefully using a consistent
system, not only when quoting from a section, but also when drawing from it as resource.
Quotations should be kept to a minimum as | favour integration of secondary literature
(footnoted).

Statement on Academic Honesty: Academic dishonesty is a serious offence that may take
any number of forms, including plagiarism, the submission of work that is not one’s own or
for which previous credit has been obtained,*** and/or unauthorized collaboration with other
students. Academic dishonesty can result in severe consequences, e.g., failure of the
assignment, failure of the course, a notation on one’s academic transcript, and/or
suspension or expulsion from the College. Students are responsible for understanding what
constitutes academic dishonesty. If you are a Divinity College student please refer to the
Divinity College Statement on Academic Honesty ~ www.madciv.ca/regs/honesty.php.

*** this is a special issue for those pursuing second and third degrees in theology. It
is understood that students will be building on earlier ideas and work, but it is
expected that students will not hand in material that is merely “warmed over”
previous work. If there reason for concern speak with me about this.

So | can properly evaluate your work and help you grow in your biblical and writing skills
the following evaluation guide should be kept in mind as you write:

Presentation: Is the spelling correct? Does the grammar/syntax reflect proper English? Is
the paper laid out properly?

Argumentation: Is there a good introduction and conclusion? Does the argument flow with
ample support? Is the question answered

Content: Are all the points considered? Is there proper documentation of sources used?
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