
 

The Theological Research Seminar (TRS) meets every other Tuesday at 12:30–1:20 throughout the semester, providing a 
venue for presenting research and engaging in dialogue with the presenter. Professors, students & visiting scholars are invited 
to read or summarize papers followed by questions and discussion. For paper proposals, please contact Dr. Paul Evans 
(pevans@mcmaster.ca), Dr. Wendy Porter (porterw@mcmaster.ca), or Dr. Steve Studebaker (studeba@mcmaster.ca). For 
further details see http://www.macdiv.ca/coned/trseminars.php. 

The Animal Apocalypse of 1 Enoch 85-90 offers a unique example of ancient historiography in the guise of a 
prophetic vision of the history of the people of Israel in which the players are represented by animals.  The 
structure of the allegory is controlled by the primary image of clean v. unclean.  All of the animals representing the 
people of God are clean animals, and all of the animals representing the surrounding nations are unclean animals.  
Also of vital importance for the rhetoric of the Animal Apocalypse are the roles of the primeval patriarch Enoch.  
By assuming the mantle of Enoch the pseudonymous author is able to offer his comments regarding Israelite 
history and identity both as an authoritative prophet living in the ancient past and also as a perfect priest able to 
enter the heavenly Temple (cf. 1 En 14-15). I argue that this controlling metaphor of clean v. unclean is used by the 
author of the Animal Apocalypse, in concert with the dual prophetic/priestly role of Enoch, to retell Israelite 
history, thereby establishing both a religious history and a religious identity for Jews living in Seleucid era Yehud.  
History thus becomes a frame in which the author sets his message of religious and militant resistance. 
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