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IT IS WIDELY ASSUMED WITHIN EVANGELICALISM THAT THE AUTHORS OF
SCRIPTURE MEANT SOMETHING IN THEIR RESPECTIVE WRITINGS. ANOTHER
ASSUMPTION IS THAT OUR RESPONSIBILITY AS CHRISTIAN SCHOLARS IS TO FIND
THIS ONE MEANING AND DESCRIBE IT AS THE AUTHORS INTENDED MEANING.
BASED UPON THE PHILOSOPHY OF HANS-GEORG GADAMER, THIS PAPER
ARGUES THAT THAT WE CANNOT DESCRIBE THE AUTHOR’S INTENDED MEANING
BECAUSE WE CANNOT ESCAPE OUR OWN CULTURAL PRESUPPOSITIONS.
THEREFORE, ALL WE CAN DO IS BE FAITHFUL STEWARDS OF THE TEXT, SEEKING
TO PROVIDE THE BEST INTERPRETATIONS OF SCRIPTURE BY FIRST SEEKING TO
BE SPIRITUALLY DISCIPLINED THROUGH THE PIETY AND PRACTICES OF THE
CHURCH.
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